2009 International Stevie Finalist Press Release Template

You do not have to use this template for your press release if your company has one or more Finalist nominations.  However, if you use the paragraphs in red, we ask that you keep them intact.  Also note the usage of the trademark® and servicemarkSM symbols.

Please do not issue your press release before Monday, July 13
Contact:  

[CONTACT PERSON]

[PHONE AND EMAIL ADDRESS]

[ORGANIZATION NAME] HONORED IN

SIXTH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS AWARDSSM
[CITY, STATE] – July 13, 2009 – [ORGANIZATION NAME] has earned a Certificate of Finalist Recognition in [CATEGORY NAME] in The 2009 International Business Awards.  The International Business Awards are the only global, all-encompassing business awards program honoring great performances in business. 

Nicknamed the Stevie® for the Greek word “crowned,” the awards will be presented to honorees at a gala dinner on Monday, September 14 in the St. Regis Hotel in New York City.
Honorees were selected from more than 1,700 entries received from organizations and individuals in more than 30 countries.   
Organizations all over the world are eligible to compete in The International Business Awards, and can enter in any of more than 40 categories from Multinational Company of the Year and Best New Product of the Year to Corporate Social Responsibility Program of the Year and Executive of the Year.   

[PARAGRAPH ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL STEVIE-FINALIST NOMINATION AND ITS ACHIEVEMENTS, INCLUDING A QUOTE FROM AN ORGANIZATION EXECUTIVE CONGRATULATING THOSE WHO WON]

Members of the Awards' Board of Distinguished Judges & Advisors and their staffs selected International Stevie winners from among the Finalists, which were determined by volunteer judges around the world during two months of preliminary judging. 
“Despite the harsh economic climate, entries to the IBAs actually grew a bit this year, and that illustrates the increasing importance of The International Business Awards worldwide,” said Michael Gallagher, president of The Stevie Awards, presenters of the IBAs.  “We congratulate all of the honorees, and we look forward to recognizing them for their achievements at our gala awards dinner in New York on September 14.”
[SUMMARY QUOTE FROM ORGANIZATION EXECUTIVE ABOUT EARNING FINALIST RECOGNITION.]

Complete lists of honorees and other details are available at www.stevieawards.com/iba.  
About [ORGANIZATION NAME]

[BOILERPLATE PARAGRAPH ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION]

About The Stevie Awards
Stevie Awards are conferred in four programs: The American Business Awards, The International Business Awards, the Stevie Awards for Women in Business, and the Stevie Awards for Sales & Customer Service.  Honoring companies of all types and sizes and the people behind them, the Stevies recognize outstanding performances in the workplace worldwide.  Learn more about The Stevie Awards at www.stevieawards.com.
National Sponsors of the 2009 International Business Awards include the Korean Business Communicators Association and the Public Relations Society of India.  Media Sponsors include CorpComms magazine and Berlin’s JazzRadio 101.9.  Localization Partner for the 2009 IBAs is Lionbridge.
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