September 17, 2007

Dear Judges for the Stevie Award for Lifetime Achievement,

I’m writing to ask you to consider Christine Vernier for your Lifetime Achievement Award. It was nearly 17 yrs. ago when Christine hired me for a part-time, on-call position in her and her husband Dave’s small company. 

Over the years I’ve watched them build their company to the success it is today based on their values of service to schools, ethical business practices and caring treatment of their employees.

Through the years they’ve shared the fruits of their success with their employees and allowed flexibility when the realities of life conflicted with work obligations. This was the greatest gift that Christine gave to me as I was faced with solo care of both of my chronically ill parents. For twelve years there were numerous crisis that would suddenly take me away from work and Christine was 100% supportive each and every time.

Another way I’ve been supported was through the Tuition Assistance Program. 

Without the flexible hours and financial assistance provided at Vernier I’m uncertain if I would have made it through college as an adult with a full-time job. After my mom was no longer able to check over my college papers before I handed them in, Christine kindly took on that task. She even sat through my 2 ½ hour graduation from Portland State University! 

Christine Vernier lives her values with the people around her and her community as beneficiaries. I can truly say my life is better having known her.

My Best,

Nanette La Du

