September 14, 2007

Dear Judges for the Stevie Award for Lifetime Achievement,

It is truly an honor to be writing this letter to you regarding Christine Vernier. If I had to choose one word to describe her, I would say amazing. I’ve worked at Vernier Software & Technology now for four years and I continue to be amazed by her each day.  She has incredible business sense that keeps this company growing.  She is not a company owner that sits in her office behind closed doors but is involved in every aspect of this company and really cares about each department, job, and employee.  A customer would not be surprised to call in to place an order and have it be Christine on the other end no matter what time of day and no matter what day of the week.  At the same time a person would not be surprised to see her down in shipping packing up boxes, or in marketing helping with design layout or developing tradeshow strategies.  Her heart and soul are in this company and in education and it shows.  

Not only is Christine a great person to work for but a great person to be around.  She has an unbelievable spirit for life, community, the environment, and health.  She encourages employees to lead a healthy lifestyle by exercise and eating healthy.  There are baskets of fruit provided to everyone in the office kitchen daily, bicycles to use, and a great exercise room. Keeping employees informed about the company and encouraging teamwork and togetherness is also important to her. We have special annual events each year that each employee looks forward to and she also takes time to personally wish each employee a happy birthday, congratulations on some milestone or achievement, and really cares about you and your life outside of work.

The environment is also very important to her and to the company.  She along with her husband and fellow owner Dave Vernier, have taken many steps to see that the company is doing what we can to be more energy efficient and environmentally friendly. And last but not least, Christine is also a big supporter of the community.  We have a huge list of charities that the company matches donations for, she has provided us with a volunteer program at work where you can volunteer four hours a month on the clock, and every year she personally invites and pays for each female employee to participate in the annual breast cancer walk in Portland. 

I cannot think of a better person to win this award. Christine is such an inspiration on so many levels and to so many people.  I feel very honored to know her and even more honored to work for her. Thank you for your time and consideration for Christine Vernier as the recipient of the Stevie Award for Lifetime Achievement.

Sincerely,

Mandy Knoop

