Dear Judges for the Stevie Award for Lifetime Achievement,
I would like to nominate Christine Vernier for the Stevie Awards for Women Entrepreneurs, for the Lifetime Achievement Award category.
Vernier Software & Technology was co-founded in 1981 by Dave and Christine Vernier. Dave’s background as a physics teacher and Christine’s keen business sense were the beginnings of a successful company.  After 25 years, Chris and Dave are still the owners along with eight other partners.

Vernier Software & Technology provides educational software and hardware to teachers. I believe the company’s dedication to supporting the teachers with innovative products and excellent customer service is what makes the company successful.  In dealing with teachers daily, I hear their genuine appreciation for the company and its employees.  
Christine oversees the company’s daily operations which include production, shipping, customer service and marketing.  She is usually the first one to arrive in the office and last one to leave.  If she is not in her office answering emails from teachers, helping in the Shipping Department, verifying orders, or checking product availability, she might be unloading the dishwasher or taking out the garbage! 
Christine encourages employees to become physically fit by offering company-sponsored yoga, indoor volleyball, and incentives for riding your bike to work.  Our building includes a gym with a basketball court and weight room.  We have a monthly prize drawing for employees who exercise on a daily basis!  During the summer, we have a fitness challenge; the grand prize is a round trip airfare anywhere in the U.S.
Christine promotes community involvement by sponsoring events like: donating back-to-school backpacks to children in our local schools: planting trees near a local stream; participating in the local public broadcasting pledge drive; and matching contributions from employees to non-profit organizations.  The company received the award for "Outstanding Philanthropic Corporation" from the Oregon chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals.

Vernier Software & Technology has a number of innovative environmental features at our building, including a Flexcar, a bike room, and 16,000 watts of solar panels. We got involved with the LEED-EB (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, Existing Building) program during our roof remodeling. Our building was able to qualify for the LEED-EB Gold rating, the second highest rating possible, with 50 points.
This March, I will be celebrating my 5th Anniversary at Vernier.  I can truly say it has been the best 5 years in my working career.  Christine has made the company a family, not just a workplace.

Gladys Lalic

Bookkeeper 
